Literature Circle Preparation Directions

1. Read!

Read the entire selection before completing the rest of the assignment.

2. Summarize.

Write a 2-3 sentence summary of the selection. Be sure to include each main event. This is your opportunity to show that you read the entire section.

3. Select Vocabulary Words.

Select 3 historically-based words that you do not know or don’t know well. Write the page of your novel where you found each word. Based on the context clues around the word you picked, try to guess the meaning of that word. Then look up the word and write only the definition which seems to fit the way it is used in the novel. Don’t write every definition of the word!

( Helpful website:  http://www.bartleby.com/61  - Online dictionary

4. Write Questions and Answers.

Think about the important points of the selection. Write 2 questions which allow you to demonstrate your understanding and interpretation of the material.  Then answer your questions in complete sentences. 

( Helpful handout:  Use your Question Starters handout for help.

5. Complete the Graphic Organizer.

Complete the graphic organizer as discussed in class.  Use one of your four handouts for each of the meetings, until by the fourth meeting you have used them all.

( Helpful handout: Use your Character Traits handout for help with the “Character Map” graphic organizer.

( Helpful website:  http://albmedia.weebly.com/lit-circles--book-blogs.html   Download your graphic organizers if you lose them.
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